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CONFIDENTIAL EC BRUSSELS 5884 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EEC, PO 

SUBJECT: THE EC NINE AND PORTUGAL 

REF: A) EC BRUSSELS 5608 
B) STATE 167044 

1. MISSION OFFICER CALLED ON OFFICIAL IN THE EC COMMISSION'S 
DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS WHO IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PORTUGUESE AFFAIRS TO DISCUSS WHAT STEPS HAD BEEN TAKEN 
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VAN ELSLANDE ON JULY 22 REGARDING THE EC AND PORTUGAL. HE 
SAID THE SUBJECT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED PREVIOUSLY, AND HAS 
BEEN REEXAMINED SINCE VAN ELSLANDE'S SUGGESTION, BOTH WITHIN 
THE COMMISSION AND BY THE APPROPRIATE EXPERTS' GROUP IN THE 
POLITICAL COOPERATION FRAMEWORK. THOSE DISCUSSIONS HAVE 
FOCUSED ON STEPS WHICH MEMBER STATES IN COORDINATION WITH 
ONE ANOTHER AND/OR THE COMMUNITY COULD TAKE TO PROMOTE 
STABILITY IN PORTUGAL. 

2. UNDER COORDINATED BILATERAL MEASURES BETWEEN THE INDI- 
VIDUAL MEMBER STATES AND PORTUGAL, THE LIST BOILED DOWN TO 
BILATERAL AID. IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTION, HE SAID THIS 
SIMPLY MEANS MONEY; THERE IS AGREEMENT THAT PORTUGAL WILL 
SOON NEED AID IF ECONOMIC CHAOS IS TO BE AVOIDED. A NUMBER 
OF POSSIBLE COMMUNITY MEASURES HAVE ALSO BEEN CONSIDERED - 
IN THE SHORT-TERM, TRADE AND AGRICULTURAL CONCESSIONS; FOR 
THE MEDIUM-TERM, AN INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT; AND 
FOR THE LONG-TERM, A REINFOCED ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT OR 
EVEN THE BEGINNING OF NEGOTITIONS FOR CUMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP. 
HOWEVER, NO ACTION IS CONTEMPLATED ON ANY OF THESE STEPS, 
ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, UNTIL THE SITUATION IN PORTUGAL 
BECOMES STABILIZED AND/OR THE PORTUGUESE INDICATE TO THE 

EC THEIR DESIRES FOR SPECIFIC STEPS. 

3. THE COMMISSION OFFICIAL REFERRED TO THE POSSIBILITY OF 
EC/US CONSULTATIONS REGARDING PORTUGAL AND ASKED WHETHER 
THE US WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY WITH THE FACT THAT SUCH CONSUL- 
TATIONS MIGHT BE RELATIVELY UN-STRCUTURED AND MIGHT NOT FALL 
INTO ANY PRE-DEFINED INSTITUTION. USING THE GUIDANCE IN 
REFTEL B. MISSION OFFICER RESPONDED THAT THE US WAS PREPARED 
TO BE VERY FLEXIBLE REGARDING THE CHANNELS FOR ANY SUCH 
CONSULTATIONS AND EMPHASIZED THE NECESSITY OF PROCEEDING 
VERY CAREFULLY AND CONFIDENT! AT I .Y.GREFNW Al .D 
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